[Mutations of p53 gene exons 5 to 8 in human ovarian cancer and its clinical significance].
To detect p53 mutations in human ovarian cancer and to look for correlations between p53 mutation and clinicopathologic features. Mutations in exons 5-8 of p53 gene in 41 patients with primary ovarian cancer were screened by polymerase chain reaction-single strand conformation polymorphism analysis with non-isotopic silver staining method. Mutations of p53 were found in 17 cases (41.5%); p53 mutation was not correlated with the age, the FIGO stage and the histologic type of the patients. However, it was associated with grade and lymph node metastasis in a univariate analysis. Mutations of p53 occur commonly in human ovarian cancer. p53 mutation is an early event in ovarian carcinogenesis and may serve as a genetic marker for early diagnosis and prognosis.